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SUB J : REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN RECOVERING SUNKEN TREASURE 

REF: (A) NASSAU 956, SEPTEMBER 27, 1972; 

( B) NASSAU A-325, DECEMBER 12, 1972; 

( C) NASSAU A-327, DECEMBER 19, 1972 

1 . THE CONSULATE GENERAL HAS RECEIVED A LETTER FROM JACK W. 
KELLY, PRESIDENT OF SEAFINDERS, INC., REQUESTING THE POST' S 
ASSISTANCE IN THE FIRM' S DISPUTE WITH THE GOBI OVER THE SUN- 
KEN TREASURE DESCRIBED IN REFERENCES. MR. KELLY HAS CALLED 
AT THE CONSULATE AND ADVISED THAT WHILE THE WRECK MAY WELL 
BE LOCATED IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS OUTSIDE BAHAMIAN JURIS- 
DICTION, HIS FIRM IS PREPARED TO TRY TO RESOLVE THE MATTER 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF ITS AGREEMENT WITH THE GOBI, BUT HAS 
RECEIVED NO RESPONSE TO ITS OFFERS. MEANWHILE, THE GOBI CON- 
TINUES TO HOLD THE TREASURE. HE HAS ASKED US TO SPEAK TO 

THE GOBI MINISTER OF TRANSPORT ABOUT THIS AND URGE THAT HE 
GO THROUGH WITH HIS AGREEMENT. 

2. MR. KELLY REPORTS THAT HE HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE 
LEGAL ADVISER' S OFFICE ABOUT THIS MATTER, AND SENATOR HENRY 
BELLMON OF OKLAHOMA IS INTERESTED IN THE CASE. 

3. COMMENT: WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT IF POSSIBLE THE USG 
SHOULD AVOID BECOMING A PARTY TO THIS DISPUTE, AT LEAST AT 
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THIS STAGE. MR. KELLY' S PRESENT APPROACH WILL PERMIT THIS AND 
HIS REQUEST SEEMS REASONABLE. WOULD THEREFORE PROPOSE TAKING 
THIS MATTER UP WITH THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORING UNQUOTE SINCE IT WAS 
NOT 

CLEAR HOW THE BENELUX WOULD JUSTIFY THEIR UNILATERAL ACTION 
TAKEN WITH LITTLE REGARD TO EC PROCEDURES. 

4. UNTIL THE MEMBER STATE CONSULTATIONS, MEYNELL WAS HESITANT 
TO GIVE ANY COMMISSION REACTION TO THE BENELUX ACTION. 

GREENWALD 
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